APPENDIX I

Rural Community Assistance Partnership (RCAP) Security and Emergency Response Planning Toolbox for Small Water and Wastewater Systems

Security Resources

Rural Community Assistance Partnership (RCAP)

RCAP’s Safe Drinking Water Trust eBulletin is a web-based news bulletin and technical assistance tool for small water and wastewater systems.  It contains articles on regulatory issues and provides financial, managerial, and technical tools.  The eBulletin has links to a large number of organizations and materials.  There is a bank of frequently asked questions (FAQs), and simple security tips for making plants more safe and secure.  It has a section where readers can request free technical assistance or ask questions on a variety of topics, including vulnerability assessments, regulations, or the operation and maintenance of their facilities.  www.watertrust.org  

National Environmental Services Center

Due Diligence:  Small Water System Security for Local Officials (Module 11)
Updated August 2005

This brief primer provides an overview of vulnerability assessments, emergency response plans, and water security for local officials.  It emphasizes the local official’s new role in securing the water system, developing a culture of security, and implementing appropriate administrative policies and procedures.  This training product can be used and adapted by trainers to meet local needs.  Available as a stand alone or self-study training module, or as part of the 11-module complete package of “Managing a Small Drinking Water System:  A Short Course for Local Officials.”  

A Guide to Asset Management for Small Water Systems
August 2005

This guide provides an overview of asset management and a list of 25 resources for small water and wastewater system personnel who wish to implement asset management programs.  It provides product descriptions and ordering/contact information for asset management publications, training opportunities, software, and informational Web sites.  The guide briefly addresses key questions such as: “What is asset management?” “Why do small systems need asset management?” and “How do I get started? “

Ten Steps to Maintain Critical Wastewater Services and Protect Public Health in an Emergency

October 2005

Top ten things small wastewater systems can do to protect the system from contamination and other harm.  Developed by a grant from the U.S. EPA.  Available in poster or booklet formats.

Emergency Response Planning Resources for Small Water and Wastewater Utilities

2004

This document provides a list of emergency response planning resources that are available to small water and wastewater systems.  It is intended to help small utilities, community leaders, and technical support people update, create, or improve emergency response plans.

Protecting Your Community's Assets: A Guide for Small Wastewater Systems

2003

This guide is designed to help small community personnel identify vulnerable components of their wastewater systems using a vulnerability assessment checklist, and then prioritize action to address those vulnerabilities.  Vulnerabilities include anything that could damage the system or affect its ability to provide adequate service and safeguard community public health, economic assets, and environment.  The guide includes four major sections: 1) A wastewater system asset inventory, 2) A threat assessment checklist, 3) A vulnerability assessment checklist, 4) A worksheet for prioritizing appropriate corrective actions.  It also includes appendices designed to assist communities in developing an emergency contact list and using an incident reporting form.  

National Environmental Services Center Resources can be ordered, and in many cases downloaded, from their web site:  http://www.nesc.wvu.edu/netcsc/netcsc_index.htm. 

For information, contact Sandra Fallon, 800-624-8301 x5582, sfallon@mail.wvu.edu.

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA)

EPA’s Homeland Security Research Programs

Web site:  http://www.epa.gov/NHSRC/
EPA's Homeland Security Research is helping to protect human health and the environment from intentional acts of terror with an emphasis on decontamination and consequence management, water infrastructure protection, threat and consequence assessment, and technology testing and evaluation. This Web site provides links to the tools and information EPA is developing that will help prevent and detect the introduction of contaminants into buildings or water systems, as well as decontaminate and dispose of contaminated materials should contamination occur. The focus of these efforts is aimed at providing advice, guidance and scientific expertise to emergency response personnel, decision-makers, and government officials that will result in improved protection for all citizens.

EPA’s Water Contaminant Information Tool (WCIT)

Web site: http://www.epa.gov/wcit
WCIT is a secure, password-protected, online database that contains information on contaminants of concern that could pose a significant threat to public health if accidentally or intentionally introduced into drinking water or wastewater.  It includes data on contaminant names, contaminant availability, fate and transport, health effects and toxicity, medical information, potential water quality and environmental indicators, sampling and analysis, and helpful response advice for utilities.  As a planning tool, the WCIT database can be used to help create vulnerability assessments, emergency response plans and site-specific response guidelines.  As a response tool, WCIT can provide real-time data on water contaminants to help utilities make better decisions.  WCIT access will be granted to drinking water and wastewater utilities, State Primacy (primary enforcement) Agencies, federal officials (including government laboratory personnel) and certain partner associations.  To apply for access to the WCIT database, visit: www.epa.gov/wcit.  For additional information, please email the WCIT Help Desk (wcit@csc.com).

EPA’s Water Infrastructure Security Resources

Web site:  http://www.epa.gov/safewater/security/index.html
This Web site provides updated resources for water utilities, state and local governments, public health officials, emergency responders and planners, assistance and training providers, environmental professionals, researchers and engineers, and law enforcement, and others.  The Web site provides information about the significant actions that are underway to assess and reduce vulnerabilities to potential terrorist attacks; to plan for and practice response to emergencies and incidents; and to develop new security technologies to detect and monitor contaminants and prevent security breaches.

Emergency Response Tabletop Exercises for Drinking Water and Wastewater Systems

Security Product Guides 
EPA has developed a series of individual Security Product Guides to assist water treatment plant operators and utility managers in reducing risks from, and providing protection against, possible natural disasters and intentional terrorist attacks. The guides provide information on a variety of products available to enhance physical security (such as walls, gates, and manhole locks to delay unauthorized entry into buildings or pipe systems) and electronic or cyber security (such as computer firewalls and remote monitoring systems that can report on outlying processes). Other guides present information on monitoring tools that can be used to identify anomalies in process streams or finished water that may represent potential threats. Individual products evaluated in these guides will be applicable to distribution systems, wastewater collection systems, pumping stations, treatment processes, main plant and remote sites, personnel entry, chemical delivery and storage, SCADA, and control systems for water and wastewater treatment systems.  A recent update provides eight new and three updated individual Security Product Guides. Web site:  http://www.epa.gov/safewater/watersecurity/guide/index.html
Drinking Water Security for Small Systems Serving 3,300 or Fewer Persons:  One of the Simple Tools for Effective Performance (STEP) Guide Series

Fall 2005

This guide is designed for community water systems (CWSs) serving 3,300 or fewer persons.  CWSs include all publicly and privately owned systems providing drinking water to at least 25 year-round residential customers or 15 year-round service connections.  The guide may be useful for small town systems, rural water districts, tribal systems, mobile home parks, homeowner’s associations, small private systems, public service districts. It presents basic information and steps small systems can take to improve security and emergency preparedness at the water system, explains why security improvements are important, and discusses vulnerability assessments and emergency response plans.  The guide may be obtained from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline at (800) 426-4791, or be downloaded from the EPA Web site: http://cfpub.epa.gov/safewater/watersecurity/index.cfm
Information on Local Emergency Planning Committees
Web site:  http://www.epa.gov/ceppo/lepclist.htm

Security Considerations When Conducting a Sanitary Survey
This training module may be used as a stand-alone training or in conjunction with sanitary survey training for those states that choose to incorporate security provisions in their sanitary survey activities. The course explains major security considerations applicable to small drinking water systems. It can assist state agency personnel in conjunction with a sanitary survey or as a preliminary security review of a small drinking water system. The course covers the following topics: multiple barrier approach to drinking water security; security legal authorities; DHS advisory system and recommended drinking water security measures; emergency response plans; data security; and physical security, including protection of sources, facilities, and operations.  This half-day training is sponsored by EPA’s Office of Ground Water and Drinking Water.  For more information, contact: Jamie Bourne at 202-564-4095, bourne.james@epa.gov .
Security-Related Sample Questions for State/Tribal Drinking Water and Wastewater Operator Certification Exams Now Available Through the Association of Boards of Certification - The Association of Boards of Certification (ABC) has developed security-related sample questions for use by state and tribal drinking water and wastewater operator certification exam programs in the United States. These questions address security topics including emergency planning, vulnerability assessments, mitigation measures, emergency response, and crisis communications. In order to receive these questions, certification programs must sign an agreement indicating that the questions will be maintained in a secure location and will be used only for certification/licensing exams. The questions are available free of charge and will be shipped in electronic format upon ABC's receipt of the signed agreement. Please contact Suzanne De la Cruz of ABC via email at sdelacru@abccert.org or via telephone at 515-232-3623 to obtain the agreement, or if you have comments or concerns.  
Vulnerability Assessments - Tools are available to help educate the water sector in effective vulnerability assessment methodologies. 

Water Security Research and Technical Support Action Plan (Action Plan) [PDF - 1,116 KB - 56 pp] - EPA's Office of Research and Development and Office of Water developed the Action Plan which was peer reviewed by the National Research Council. This publication presents results of collaborative efforts between EPA and other government agencies, the water industry, public health organizations, and the emergency response community to identify critical research and technical support needs for protecting drinking and wastewater infrastructures. The Action Plan identifies projects in the areas of physical and cyber infrastructure protection; contaminant identification; monitoring and analysis; treatment, decontamination, and disposal; contingency planning; infrastructure interdependencies; and risk assessment and communication. It provides a snapshot in time. Revisions to the Action Plan will be made periodically based on input from others dealing with drinking water and wastewater security. 

A companion brochure titled, EPA's Role in Water Security Research: The Water Security Research and Technical Support Action Plan [PDF - 1,052 KB - 11 pp] is also available.

National Drinking Water Advisory Council's (NDWAC) Water Security Working Group (WSWG) - 

Established by law to provide practical and independent advice, consultation, and recommendations to EPA on the activities, functions, and policies related to the Safe Drinking Water Act.  In order to provide expert advice on best security practices and policies for the water sector, the Water Security Division formed the Water Security Working Group (WSWG) in 2004 to: 

1. Identify, compile, and characterize best security practices and policies for drinking water and wastewater utilities and provide an approach for considering and adopting these practices and policies at a utility level. 

2. Consider mechanisms to provide recognition and incentives that facilitate a broad and receptive response among the water sector to implement these best security practices and policies, and make recommendations as appropriate. 

3. Consider mechanisms to measure the extent of implementation of these best security practices and policies, identify the impediments of their implementation, and make recommendations as appropriate.

EPA's National Homeland Security Research Center   The Agency's Office of Research and Development officially established the National Homeland Security Research Center (NHSRC) in February, 2003. The Research Center oversees three major research areas: water security, rapid risk assessment, and safe buildings. The Research Center's Water Security Team contributes by conducting applied research and then reporting on ways to better secure the nation's water systems from threats and attacks. The Team is producing analytical tools and procedures, technology evaluations, models and methodologies, decontamination techniques, technical resource guides and protocols, and risk assessment methods. All of these products are for use by EPA's key water infrastructure customers--water uility operators, public health officials, and emergency and follow-up responders. 

Environmental Technology Verification (ETV) Program  The Water Security Division is working with the Office of Research and Development to support verification of water security technologies.  The Environmental Technology Verification Program is also initiating an effort to verify detection and decontamination technologies for safe buildings.

EPA’s Environmental Technology Verification Program for Homeland Security 

ETV-Homeland Security Factsheet featuring the water security efforts of the Drinking Water Systems Center, and the Water Quality Protection Center. (pdf file)
Performance Verification Testing of Rapid Toxicity Monitoring and Detection Systems [PDF - 111 KB - 3 pp] - In this fact sheet, the Environmental Technology Verification Program presents test results for technologies capable of detecting contaminants in water. Rapid toxicity monitoring and detection devices were tested and used to indirectly measure the presence of eight chemical contaminants 

Rutgers University Second Workshop on Advanced Technologies in Real-Time Monitoring and Modeling for Drinking Water Safety and Security.  During the workshop water utilities, regulatory agencies, and scientific researchers discussed needs and solutions in water safety and security, as related to real-time monitoring and modeling for early warning alerts and response actions. Abstracts and presentations from the workshop are available at this site. 

Abstracts and Presentations from the first workshop.
EPA Water Infrastructure Security – Gives information and guidance on assessing and maintaining the security of drinking water systems.

Response Protocol Toolbox– Features guides for planning and responding to contamination threats to drinking water systems, note Module 5 – Public Health Response Guide.
  Overview of the Response Protocol Toolbox 
  Water Utility Planning Guide - Module 1 
  Contamination Threat Management Guide - Module 2 
  Site Characterization and Sampling Guide - Module 3 
  Analytical Guide - Module 4 
  Public Health Response Guide - Module 5 
  Remediation and Recovery Guide - Module 6 

EPA Local Drinking Water Information – Links information on local drinking water such as EPA drinking water regulations and online access to water quality reports (if available). 
Emergency Response Plan Guidance for Small and Medium Community Water Systems 
Local Government Environmental Assistance Network (LGEAN) http://www.lgean.org
	  Toolbox
		  Consultants Directory

	  Ask LGEAN
		  Frequently Asked Questions

	  Resource Organizations Database
		  Environmental Liability Outreach Web Template

	  Land Use Impacts on Water Quality Model (L-THIA)
		  Safety and Pollution Prevention (S/P2) Training for Automotive Facilities


	


Consumer Confidence Report Writer
The Consumer Confidence Report Writer (CCR Writer) is designed to help water suppliers quickly create their consumer confidence reports (CCRs) according to the requirements for report content, format, and distribution given in the CCR Rule [40 CFR part 141 Subpart O]. This application takes users through all the sections of a consumer confidence report using a friendly graphical user interface, converts lab results into “CCR units,” allows users to insert and edit Environmental Protection Agencies (EPA’s) recommended educational and mandatory text, and customize report text for specific situations. 

The CCRi Writer is an updated and improved version of the CCR writer. It is a Web-based program that allows water system operators or designated personnel to enter data and generate a CCR. 


Emergency Response Tabletop CD-ROM Exercises for Drinking Water and Wastewater Systems (EPA-817-C-05-001)  The CD-based tool contains tabletop exercises to help train water and wastewater utility workers in preparing and carrying-out emergency response plans. The exercises provided on the CD can help strengthen relationships between a water supplier and their emergency response team (e.g., health officials, laboratories, fire, police, emergency medical services, and local, state, and federal officials). Users can also adapt the materials for their own needs. The exercises also allow water suppliers to test their Emergency Response Plans before an actual incident occurs. 

In total, twelve unique exercises can be created from the CD-ROM, incorporating teaching points from documents created by the Water Security Division relating to emergency response. The trainer or user will be able to select the threat warning from the eight basic types described in the Response Protocol Toolbox (e.g., security breach, witness account, direct notification by perpetrator, unusual water quality, consumer complaints, notification by public health agency, notification by news agency, notification by law enforcement agency).
The trainer or user will also be able to choose from five basic event types: intentional contamination, security breach, cyber security, physical attack, and interdependency. Finally, users are encouraged to adapt the materials on the CD to meet their own needs and objectives.

Currently hard copies of the CD can be back-ordered from the National Service Center for Environmental Publications by calling 1-800-490-9198 or by sending an email to ncepimal@one.net.
U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS)

National Incident Management System (NIMS)

This system provides a consistent nationwide approach for Federal, State, and local governments to work effectively and efficiently together to prepare for, respond to, and recover from domestic incidents, regardless of cause, size, or complexity.  To provide for interoperability and compatibility among Federal, State, and local capabilities, the NIMS will include a core set of concepts, principles, terminology, and technologies covering the incident command system; multi-agency coordination systems; unified command; training; identification and management of resources; qualifications and certification; and the collection, tracking, and reporting of incident information and incident resources.  (Use of NIMS is critical to obtaining federal and other funding.)

Information can be found at the DHS Web site:  http://www.dhs.gov/interweb/assetlibrary/NIMS-90-web.pdf
The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) provides a storm watch, disaster updates, preparedness tips, and numerous other resources. Web site: www.fema.gov
Water Environment Research Foundation (WERF)
Emergency Response Plan Guidance for Wastewater Systems
2004

This document was developed by the Water Environment Research Foundation in collaboration with the U.S. EPA. It guides wastewater systems in the development of emergency response plans for natural or manmade (i.e., terrorist related) events, and presents a reference for the information and data that should be included in an emergency response plan. This report also illustrates important emergency planning concepts in a wastewater system context, such as chain-of-command, communication and notification plans, personnel safety provisions, plan initiation and decision-making process, emergency operations centers, and emergency response training.

Ordering Information:  Download a free copy at http://www.werf.org/pdf/03CTS4S.pdf
(84 pages)

New England Water Works Association (NEWWA)

Automated Security Survey & Evaluation Tool (ASSET)

This vulnerability assessment tool is a CD-ROM developed by the New England Water Works Association (NEWWA), funded by a grant from the U.S. EPA.  ASSET is a self-guided program designed to assist small to medium sized water systems conduct vulnerability assessments as required by the Public Health Security and Bioterrorism Preparedness and Response Act of 2002. Beyond the requirements of the Act, this software helps improve the security and preparedness of a water system for dealing with a range of threats, from vandals to power outages to disgruntled customers.  ASSET is an interactive step-by-step vulnerability assessment.  The program contains directions from NEWWA on the software and from U.S. EPA on completing a vulnerability assessment.

The CD-ROM can be ordered through NESC at (800) 624-8301.

National Rural Water Association (NRWA)

Security Emergency Management System (SEMS)

The National Rural Water Association’s vulnerability assessment and emergency response planning software tool is available through each state’s Rural Water Association.  Contact information for State Affiliates can be obtained at: www.nrwa.org.

Association of Metropolitan Sewerage Agencies (AMSA)

Web Site http://www.amsa-cleanwater.org/
The Vulnerability Self-Assessment Tool (VSAT™) for Water and Wastewater Utilities
The VSAT™ software was developed to support water and wastewater utility vulnerability assessments using a qualitative risk assessment methodology. VSAT™ software is available, free of charge, for wastewater utilities (VSATwastewater™), drinking water utilities (VSATwater™), and for utilities providing both services (VSATwater/wastewater™).

The VSAT™ methodology and software provides a structured, cost-effective approach for utilities to assess their vulnerabilities and to establish a risk-based approach to taking desired actions. The software allows utilities to assess the vulnerability of the complete range of utility assets including People (utility staff), Physical Plant, Knowledge Base, Information Technology Platform, and Customers.  The VSAT™ process culminates in a series of risk-reduction-cost reports that present findings in clear and concise ways.  VSAT™ software is available, free of charge, for wastewater utilities (VSATwastewater™), drinking water utilities (VSATwater™), and for utilities providing both services (VSATwater/wastewater™).  Go to the VSAT Web site:  http://www.vsatusers.net/product.html
GAO Releases Report on Security Improvements at Wastewater Treatment Plants
The Government Accountability Office (GAO) has released its report Wastewater Facilities, Experts' Views on How Federal Funds Should be Spent to Improve Security (http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d05165.pdf). The report recommends priorities as to how the federal government should spend its resources in the wastewater treatment security arena. The report concludes that collection systems are among the most vulnerable physical components of wastewater utilities and identifies several areas which require federal financial support. These include replacing gaseous chemicals with less harmful alternatives; improving state, local and regional collaboration; and completing vulnerability assessments for individual wastewater systems. The report also identifies more training opportunities for wastewater utility operators, hardening facilities against attack, and increasing research and development to improve detection, assessment and response as priorities.

Clean Water Advocacy - Security - General Information 

· Security Documents 

· Critical Infrastructure Protection Advisory 

· Information Sharing and Analysis Center   

· AMSA Publications
 

Association of Metropolitan Water Agencies

Web site: http://amwa.net/ 

Water Information Sharing and Analysis Center (WaterISAC) WaterISAC is a service developed to provide America's drinking water and wastewater systems with a source of information about water system security and with a secure Web-based environment for early warning of potential threats. Relying on information gathered from federal intelligence, law enforcement, public health, and environmental agencies, and from utility security incident reports, WaterISAC analysts produce and disseminate physical and cyber security information to the water sector. 

WaterISAC was established by the Association of Metropolitan Water Agencies, with support from EPA and guidance from other national water organizations. Its information and tools provide an important link between the water sector and such agencies. In addition, WaterISAC provides a variety of resources to help utilities complete and continually improve the vulnerability assessments and emergency response plans required by law for many water systems.  http://www.waterisac.org/default.asp
AMWA's Water Security Scan
The vital bi-monthly update on water security issues for water and wastewater utility executives.

Workshops on Emergency Response to Threats of Intentional Contamination of Public Water Supplies - For information and registration, visit: http://www.horsleywitten.com/epa2day
Water and Wastewater System Interdependencies with the Power Sector: Lessons Learned from the 2003 Power Outage
(PDF download)
Protecting Water System Security Information
National Conference of State Legislatures 

State Laws Protecting Water Security Information
Association of State Drinking Water Administrators (ASDWA)

ASDWA produces periodic security newsletters and provides a wide array of resources for drinking water agencies.

Security Vulnerability Self-Assessment Guide for Small Drinking Water Systems (ASDWA/NRWA) http://www.asdwa.org
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

Web Site http://www.cdc.gov/ 

CDC Public Health Emergency Preparedness and Response – Offers information on water safety after disasters such as floods, hurricanes or tornadoes.

· Water Quality 
· Food and Water Concerns
World Health Organization

Environmental Health in Emergencies and Disasters: A Practical Guide

Chapter 7 - Water Supply
Washington State

Washington State Department of Health Drinking Water Counter-Terrorism Exercises – Provides tabletop exercises designed to better understand the roles, responsibilities, and effectiveness of local, state, and federal responders to an intentional drinking water contamination event.
Local Emergency Planning Committees and State Emergency Planning Committees (LEPC/SERC) NET at www.rtknet.org/lepc/webpage/sercinf.html
Note: The following was excerpted from the EPA's document holding entitled, "Chemicals in Your Community: A Guide to the Emergency Planning and Community Right-to-Know Act." 

The Emergency Planning and Community Right-to-Know Act requires each state to set up a State Emergency Response Commission, or SERC. The 50 states and the U.S. territories and possessions have established these commissions, which are listed on page 33. Indian tribes have the option to function as an independent SERC or as part of the state in which the tribe is located (see Indian Tribes). 

In some states, the SERCs have been formed from existing organizations, such as state environmental, emergency management, transportation, or public health agencies. In others, they are new organizations with representatives from public agencies and departments, along with various private groups and associations. 

A broad perspective is crucial to the oversight role of the SERCs.  Information available under crucial to the oversight role of the SERCs.  Information available under the Act will involve air, water, solid waste, toxics, and other state and federal environmental programs and regulations. 

Among the SERCs’ duties are to: 

· Designate local emergency planning districts within the state. 

· Appoint a Local Emergency Planning Committee (LEPC) to serve each of the districts. 

· Coordinate and supervise the activities of the local committees, through regular communication and contact. 

· Coordinate proposals for and distribution of training grant funds. 

· Review local emergency response plans annually, making recommendations for any needed changes. 

· Notify EPA of all facilities in the state that are either covered under emergency planning requirements, or have been designated as subject to these requirements by the SERC or the governor. 


The SERCs also receive reports and notifications required by the legislation: material safety data sheets (MSDSs) or lists of MSDS chemicals, emergency and hazardous chemical inventory forms, and notices of emergency releases (this data also goes to LEPCs). 

The SERC is also responsible for: 

· Establishing procedures for receiving and processing public requests for information collected under the Act. 

· Asking for further information from facilities, at the request of the state or another party or at its own discretion, about a particular chemical or facility. Requesting information from EPA on the health effects of chemicals that EPA has agreed to designate "trade secret," and ensuring that this information is available to the public. 

· Taking civil action against facility owners or operators who fail to comply with reporting requirements. 


The SERC should ensure that its state programs are integrated with the federal law in order to strengthen enforcement. 

The SERC can provide strong leadership, coordination, technical assistance, and training, work closely with LEPCs to help identify their specific needs and carry out their programs, and use its knowledge and expertise to help all affected groups, organizations and individuals meet their responsibilities under the Act.


American Water Works Association (AWWA)

American Water Works Association Security Resource Center – Provides water security resources and consumer information.
· Is My Water Safe? FAQs 

· Water Security Resources 

· Consumer Water Center
Interim Voluntary Water Infrastructure Security Enhancement Guidance Documents - The American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE), the American Water Works Association (AWWA), and the Water Environment Federation (WEF) have developed a set of three interim voluntary security guidance documents that cover the design of online contaminant monitoring systems and physical security enhancements of drinking water, wastewater, and stormwater infrastructure systems. The interim voluntary guidance documents will assist drinking water and wastewater utilities in mitigating the vulnerabilities of their systems to man-made threats through the design, construction, operation and maintenance of both new and existing systems of all sizes. 

Developed by ASCE, Interim Voluntary Guidelines for Designing an Online Contaminant Monitoring System provides information on designing online contaminant monitoring systems, including assessing the need for a monitoring system, locating instruments and sensors and responding to suspected contamination events.
National League of Cities 

The National League of Cities lobbies Congress and the Administration to increase or maintain funding support to strengthen both hometown and homeland security and develops extensive policy on these issues.  The National League of Cities reports the results of surveys on municipal responses to terrorism regarding vulnerable targets and the need for federal guidance and support.  A variety of NLC publications also offer practical guidance to local officials to assist in their ongoing efforts to develop and refine local and regional homeland security plans.  Recent advocacy priorities included Funding for First Responders and Public Safety Communication. Web Site:  http://www.nlc.org/
International City/County Management Association (ICMA)

The ICMA is the professional and educational organization for chief appointed managers, administrators, and assistants in cities, towns, counties, and regional entities throughout the world.  Since 1914, ICMA has provided technical and management assistance, training, and information resources to its members and the local government community.  The management decisions made by ICMA's nearly 8,000 members affect more than 100 million individuals in thousands of communities--from small towns with populations of a few hundred to metropolitan areas serving several million.  The ICMA offers security-related resources and assistance, including a Source Water Awareness Media Tool Kit.  Web site: www.icma.org
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